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Dear Parents

| write you today as we pack down the maypole and remove the bunting from a very successful Teddy Bear’s Picnic, where over 40 families joined
us for a Paddington themed walk around the woods, crafts, maypole dancing and of course a picnic — the sun even decided to make a welcome
appearance, something that we have not had in abundance of late! It was great to welcome so many families (and so many teddy bears), many of
whom are soon to join the school or already have links with the school - thank you to Mrs. Jones for arranging such a lovely event.

The highlights of this week include reflecting on some lovely events over the weekend last week. Firstly, we had a great time at the PTA Discos
last Friday, where superstar DJ James D provided us with four fabulous discos for different age groups from Nursery up to Year 7. The children
had a brilliant time and a huge thank you to the PTA volunteers and wonderful staff for supporting the event - | hope that this will become
somewhat of an annual fixture. | also had the joy of visiting Lotus Cars on Sunday with my family to cheer on our race team in the morning session.
A biting wind couldn’t stop a fine performance from Town Close’s 'Team Phantom’. The eight Year 8 pupils each played their part against stiff
competition from the rest of the county and beyond in a full day’s racing at the prestigious Hethel test track. Although novices, their teamwork
showed great strides during the event and contributed to an excellent 3rd place out of twenty-one in the kit-car category. Well done to all the team
and thank you to Mr and Mrs. Buck for accompanying the team as ever.

The start of this week kicked off with our whole school photo, where we kept everything crossed for the weather to stay dry. Opportunities where
we have every single pupil and most staff together are rare, given the size and busy nature of the school, and it was great to smile in unison as the
team at Bentley Photographic did a fantastic job of capturing one of our memorable moments of the week. It has been a wonderful week for
performances in Pre Prep this week and | very much enjoyed when our three Year 1 classes came together to deliver a fantastic group assembly
that gave a wonderful insight into their learning through the year. Each class covered one of the termly topics of 'Into the Woods', ‘India’, and
'‘Castles', with each group demonstrating their undeniable interest in the different themes, and the depth of knowledge they have acquired over the
course of the year. A great performance of ‘Stick Man’, a beautiful Indian dance, a fascinating insight into life in a castle, confident ensemble
singing, and well versed poetry ensured that the sell-out audience were given an uplifting and energising start to their day. Congratulations to all of
our Year 1 pupils for their hard work and assured public speaking, and to the Year 1 team for rehearsing and leading an Assembly that was a
wonderful highlight of their year's work. Hot on the heels of this triumph, was another wonderful performance in Pre Prep, as the very talented and
confident Year 2 pupils came together for their concert. As ever, it was an entertaining blend of ensemble singing, soloist performances across a
range of instruments and an insight into the approach to musical education in Pre Prep. The performances were delivered with such confidence
and it was great to see so many smiling young musicians who were relishing their moment in the Read Hall.

Our Pre Prep pupils also enjoyed a Bird Family Sports Competition this week, competing across a range of energetic challenges to earn points for
their respective Family. They balanced bean bags, ran shuttle relays, took penalty kicks, & tested their accuracy with a throwing exercise. Well
done to all of the children who competed in great spirit, with special mention to the Peregrines for the overall win! The Bird families are such a
special part of life in Pre Prep, as are the Houses in Prep, and one of the tings that we will be looking to do more of as a School moving forward is
linking our Pre Prep Bird Families with their respective Houses in Prep so that we can harness even more opportunities to build that community
spirit that comes with being part of a Bird Family or House.

In Prep this week we have had exams for pupils in Years 5, 6 and 7, as well as Common Entrance speaking and listening exams in Year 8. It has
been so pleasing to see our pupils take this process well and truly in their stride and, having caught up with pupils across those year groups this
week, it is great to see how proud they are of their efforts in putting their best foot forward in their exams. It hasn’t just been about exams though,
with a busy programme of events running alongside, including a fantastic Year 6 Swimming Gala, where it was great to see some really close
races and exceptional team spirit as the pupils took to the water representing their Houses. Swimming at the school has progressed a great deal
since our partnership with Norwich Swans has been introduced and it is clear that there is an increasingly bright future ahead for our swimmers.
On a related sporting front, whilst we have had some rain-related cricket cancellations to contend with, our girls are currently in bat against
Norwich High School and our athletics teams are over at Gresham'’s, with another athletics event at UEA to look forward to on Monday — | wish all
of our pupils the best of luck in representing the School in their sporting endeavours.

There will be lots to look forward to in the final week of this half term and | sincerely hope that all of our pupils enjoy a restful weekend in the
meantime.

VL 2
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GIRLS CRICKET

Last Friday the U9 cricket teams enjoyed a good start to the season on a sunny afternoon at Norwich School, with honours shared
across two closely contested matches. The A team, batting first, showed some understandable early nerves in their opening
fixture, particularly in their running between the wickets, which slowed the scoring rate. As confidence grew, the team began to
settle and take more opportunities, with Ola T finishing as top scorer. In the field, the bowlers made a strong start but struggled to
find an early breakthrough. Two wickets in the second spell lifted the side’s confidence, but a couple of costly fielding errors
allowed the opposition to edge a tight contest by just nine runs. Despite the narrow defeat, it was an encouraging first
performance with plenty of positives to build on. The B team enjoyed a deserved victory after a steady all-round display with both
bat and ball. The team fielded well throughout, although there is still room to improve alertness in the field. Anna D impressed
with an excellent bowling spell, while Florence H contributed some sharp running between the wickets and took a superb catch.
Player of the Match for the A team was awarded to Ola T, while Everly M earned the opposition’s Player of the Match award in the
B team fixture. Congratulations to all involved on a fantastic afternoon of cricket.

On Saturday, the Orwell Park Sixes Tournament was played in glorious sunshine and provided a fantastic day of cricket for the
girls, who once again represented Town Close superbly throughout the competition. One of the biggest challenges of the day was
adapting to a different format of cricket. Moving away from the familiar “Pairs Cricket,” where batters receive multiple chances but
lose five runs for each wicket, the girls had to quickly learn the realities of a different format. That is when you are out, you are
out, and some players may not even get the opportunity to bat. It was quite a hard lesson to learn, but the team embraced the
challenge brilliantly and grew in confidence as the tournament progressed. Fortunately, with games consisting of just five overs
per side, every player had the chance to contribute with the ball, and the standard of bowling across the team was outstanding.
Across 20 overs in total, the girls conceded only two wides and two no balls. This level of discipline and accuracy was a real
credit to the team. The fielding was once again sharp, energetic, and enthusiastic, with accurate returns to the wicket helping to
keep pressure on the opposition throughout the day. Batting continues to be an area for development, but there were very
encouraging signs of improvement as the tournament went on. The girls became increasingly brave and confident, beginning to
swing fluently at the ball and finding the boundary on several occasions. Joanie S captained and encouraged her side brilliantly,
while also leading from the front with excellent batting and bowling performances. Georgia S and Elizabeth C bowled absolutely
superbly all day and were supported well by the consistently straight bowling of Emilia A and Nyla S. Behind the stumps, Shreya
B continues to develop into a very promising wicket keeper. Overall, it was a truly wonderful day of cricket, with Town Close
finishing an impressive 3rd overall. Most importantly, the girls displayed tremendous enthusiasm, teamwork, and determination
throughout. They were an absolute joy to coach and should all be incredibly proud of their efforts.

This Tuesday saw another lovely afternoon of cricket for the Under 9A team at Langley Prep. What was especially pleasing was
how well the girls listened to the advice from the previous match and applied it brilliantly in the field. It was wonderful to receive
such positive comments from the opposition staff member and parents about how well the team performed. Unfortunately, our
batting was not quite on point, largely due to some excellent bowling from Langley, who managed to take several wickets. The
girls should not be disappointed with the result, as there were plenty of glimpses of great play throughout the match. Special
mentions go to Elise M, who achieved impressive bowling figures of 7 for 1, and Molly B who contributed some valuable runs and
took a great wicket, as did Eden A with a golden duck! As mentioned, we were a little slow with the bat at times, and this
ultimately proved to be our downfall. Langley finished on 318, with Town closing on 232. Credit must also go to Langley’s final
batting pair, who added nearly 50 runs in the last four overs! It was an amazing performance by a very talented batswoman and
helped swing the game decisively in their favour. Player of the Match was deservedly awarded to Grace D, who was outstanding
in the field, taking a wicket and a superb catch. Well done to all the girls for their effort, teamwork and positive attitude
throughout. The under 9B team scored 276 runs but were unfortunately beaten by just 10 runs, with Langley finishing on 286. The
girls fielded and bowled with great enthusiasm throughout the afternoon. Unfortunately, we gave away too many wides and no
balls through some inaccurate bowling, which proved costly in such a close match. However, there were many positives to take
from the game, including some very keen running between the wickets and a steady batting performance from Freya C. Verity W
was deservedly named Player of the Match after contributing well with both bat and ball and thoroughly enjoying her afternoon of
cricket. There are still areas for us to sharpen up on, particularly with our batting, but the girls should be very proud of their effort
and attitude. Most importantly, everyone thoroughly enjoyed the game and it was a lovely afternoon of cricket.
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GROUP LITTER PICK DOWN LAKENHAM WAY

Around 30 of you joined us on a very sunny April day to litter pick and
explore. The children found a LOT of litter in the bushes and had fun.
They all received a badge and certificate. It was great to see what a

_ dlfference we made as a team °

WHITLINGHAM COUNTRY PARK GEOCACHE TREASURE HUNT

Many families enjoyed our first geocache treasure hunt. We were
blessed again with gorgeous weather and some of you stayed hours
explorlng Whitlingham afterwards which was lovely to see.
v Approx £300 raised. -

We received some lovely feedback from both events.
100% of attendees said they would be interested in booking again - so watch this space!

PROUDLY SPONSORED BY

SMITH & PINCHING
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